
 

 Brief Curriculum Vitae 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Prof George van Zijl 
North West University 

 
Presentation Topic: Precision Agriculture 

 

 

                                                                                                                                     
Professor George van Zijl is currently the subject chair for Agriculture at the North-West University. He is a 
seasoned expert in Soil Science, with over 16 years of experience and a PhD in Soil Science from the University of 
the Free State. He is registered as a scientist with the South African Council for Natural Scientific Professions 
(SACNASP) and is recognized as a C2 NRF rated researcher, reflecting his significant contributions to the field. 
During his career, Professor van Zijl has published 26 peer-reviewed scientific articles and authored six scientific 
research reports. His work includes over 80 consultancy reports, demonstrating his practical application of 
scientific knowledge in real-world settings. 
 
Professor van Zijl is an active participant in academic conferences, having made 15 international and 39 local 
conferences presentations. He serves as a reviewer for national and international journals, contributing to the 
quality and rigor of scientific publications. 
 
As a committed educator and mentor, Professor van Zijl has, and is busy supervising seven PhD and thirteen MSc 
students, guiding the next generation of researchers in Agriculture and Soil Science. He also played a role in 
academic leadership as a member of the Scientific Committee for three international soil science conferences. 
In addition to his academic roles, Professor van Zijl serves on the Editorial Board of the South African Journal of 
Plant and Soil and is a member of the Soil Classification Working Group. He contributes his expertise to project 
evaluations for organizations such as the Water Research Commission (WRC) and the National Research 
Foundation (NRF). 
 
Professor van Zijl's contributions to the field have been recognized with 14 awards and accolades, highlighting his 
impact and leadership in Soil Science. 
 
Professor George van Zijl continues to advance knowledge and promote sustainable agricultural practices through 
his research, mentorship, and collaborative efforts, making a significant impact in the field of Soil Science. 

 


