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I am a senior scientist at the Western Cape Department of Agriculture and an extraordinary Professor of Agronomy 
at the University of Stellenbosch.  
  
My primary focus is sustainable dryland cropping systems, a field I have strived to advance through my research 
on Conservation Agriculture practices. This research, which is based on four large long-term trials (Langgewens 
and Tygerhoek Research farms) and two smaller on-farm trials with producers in Riversdale, and Hopefield, has 
had a profound impact on the agricultural community.  
 
Following several foreign visits focusing on Conservation Agriculture, I was determined to initiate a CA forum for 
the Western Cape where producers, researchers and industry role players could discuss CA issues within our 
province. This was realized in 2012 with the backing of Landbouweekblad and the Department of Agriculture. The 
Western Cape Conservation Agriculture Association (CAWC) was born following an open invitation meeting at 
Elsenburg. Since its inception, 11 annual conferences have featured local and international presenters. A monthly 
newsletter and a website form part of the effort to advance CA production in the Western Cape and is my 
responsibility. I am also the secretary of the CAWC since 2012. 
 
Since 2014, I have served in various roles on the South African Society of Crop Production board and currently sit 
on the SCANASP Council.  
 
Since 2009, I have supervised and co-supervised 26 completed master’s theses and 1 PhD. I am currently 
supervising 4 master’s students and 6 PhD students.  
 
In recognition of my contributions to the field, I was honoured to be appointed as the 2017 Agricultural Writer’s 
Agriculturist of the Year for the Western Cape.  
 
I am living my passion for agriculture through my research and conservation agriculture work with producers in 
the Western Cape. 


