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Hugo Opperman holds PhD degrees in chemistry and plant physiology from the University of the 
North-West, collaborating with the University of Stuttgart Germany and Swiss Federal Institute of 
Technology Lausanne, Switzerland. 
 
Hugo has more than 14 years’ experience crop research and product development in plant nutrition, 
specializing in biostimulants and other speciality fertilizers. Hugo has published several scientific 
articles in international journals, as well as several book chapters on plant nutrition and physiology. He 
has also co-authored several international patents in the plant nutrition arena. During his career, Hugo 
has also successfully developed more than 100 commercial products. 
 
Hugo started his career in the chemical manufacturing industry in 2011, working on diverse projects, 
from the development of mining, water treatment, animal feed and plant nutrition products.  
 
In October 2018, Hugo joined Omnia Fertilizer International as a plant physiologist, with the focus on 
the development and evaluation of new plant nutrition, biostimulant and biological products. In 2020, 
he was appointed as New Speciality Product Development Manager in Omnia and in 2022 as Speciality 
product manager, where he led the development, marketing and strategic efforts of speciality fertilizers 
within Omnia. 
 
Hugo is currently working as an independent consultant in the fertilizer industry, with the goal of 
improving companies’ understanding and market penetration in the speciality fertilizer and biostimulant 
sphere. 


