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Dr Pieter Taljaard (43) took over the reigns from Jannie de Villiers, former CEO, on 1 September 2021.  

As a part-time producer, he not only has a passion for agriculture, but also understands its joys, obstacles 
and challenges.  

With a PHD in agricultural economics from the University of the Free State (UFS), he has filled various 
management roles over the past few years. These include positions as income optimization manager at 
Monsanto and production manager at NWK.  

Prior to joining Grain SA he was the manager: Small Grain and Industrial Crops at Bayer. His passion for 
agriculture stems from the North West maize region – on a farm just outside Potchefstroom where his 
father farmed part-time. Pieter decided at a young age to make agriculture his career.  

Apart from a career mainly in the seed industry over the past few years, he has also been farming part-
time for 19 years – a hobby that provides him and his family with endless joy. 


