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Johan van der Waals completed his PhD in Soil Science at the University of Pretoria in 2006 and has been 
active in the soil science and environmental consulting fields since 1996. More recently Johan has 
focussed on a range of compliance related wetland projects and dedicated soil health and integrated 
pest management programs. The latter projects are predominantly aimed at decreasing chemical 
pesticide use and optimisation of biological and integrated approaches to pest management. 
 
Johan has an active interest in the understanding of soils and their properties as well as their influence 
on a range of natural and anthropogenic processes and as such is actively involved in research. Key to 
this understanding is a proper grounding in the Soil Classification, Soil Chemistry, Plant Nutrition and Soil 
Biology disciplines and therefore these form the core of his academic interests. Apart from consultancy 
outputs Johan has authored several journal articles, technical reports and a book chapter on 
micronutrient deficiencies in South Africa and has acted as a specialist witness in numerous civil 
proceedings and criminal prosecutions. 
 
Currently, Johan is the technical director at RealIPM South Africa and provides dedicated guidance on 
the integration of soil chemistry, plant nutrition and biologically based pest control strategies for a wide 
range of commercial crops / fruit. 

 


