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Leon Daniel van Rensburg was born on 29 December 1959 in Port-Elizabeth.  He matriculated in 
the Northern Cape in 1977 at the High School Ugie and completed a Junior Leadership Course in 
the following year at the School of Armour (Bloemfontein). He started his career as an armour-
instructor in One Special Service Battalion at Bloemfontein (1978 – 1980).   
 
After his undergraduate studies in 1985 he joined the Department of Soil Science at UFS as an 
Assistant Researcher. He was promoted to Researcher/Lecturer in 1990, Senior Lecturer in 1997 
and Professor in 2005.  Between 1996 and 2004 he interrupted his academic career at the UFS 
twice to take up the position as Junior Soil Scientist (1988 – 1990) and Assistant Director (2000 – 
2004) at the Institute for Soil, Climate and Water of the Agricultural Research Council.  
 
He has lectured mainly soil and water management and soil physics in the past decade and a 
total of 36 master and Ph.D. students were successfully mentored. Prof van Rensburg presented 
more than 100 oral and poster presentations at national and international conferences.  
 
In addition, he published 16 full length papers in international conference proceedings, four 
chapters in books and 21 scientific reports, with most of them to the Water Research 
Commission. In the last 15 years he published 75 scientific articles, with the bulk of them in 
international journals. He is also the co-founder of VansLab, specialising in soil electromagnetic 
induction (EMI) scanning of crop fields, soil attribute mapping, soil analysis for chemical and 
physical properties.  
 
More than 12 000 ha were EMI scanned in the past two years and he is the main author of more 
than 50 hydro-physical and hydro-chemical (fertility) advising reports to farmers, mining advisors 
and government officials. 


