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Fertilizer Use by Crop for South Africa 

Crop N P K N P K NPK Total

Wheat
2010 5.1% 5.8% 1.9% 20.1 4.3 1.7 26.2
2014 4.8% 4.5% 1.3% 21.5 4.5 1.4 27.4

Rice
2010 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
2014 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Maize
2010 58.0% 50.0% 13.0% 229.1 37.5 11.5 278.1
2014 62.2% 47.9% 14.5% 278.2 48.4 16.1 342.7

Other Cereals
2010 1.0% 0.6% 0.3% 4.0 0.4 0.3 4.7
2014 1.8% 1.8% 0.7% 7.9 1.8 0.8 10.5

Soybeans
2010 0.4% 3.0% 1.5% 1.6 2.2 1.3 5.2
2014 1.1% 4.2% 3.6% 5.0 4.2 4.0 13.3

Oil Palm
2010 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
2014 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Other Oilseeds
2010 2.0% 3.5% 1.5% 7.9 2.6 1.3 11.9
2014 2.8% 6.4% 2.7% 12.7 6.4 3.0 22.1

Fiber Crops
2010 0.2% 0.2% 0.2% 0.6 0.1 0.2 0.9
2014 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.1

Sugar Crops
2010 8.4% 8.7% 40.0% 33.2 6.5 35.5 75.2
2014 7.4% 9.0% 36.0% 33.2 9.1 39.9 82.2

Roots & Tubers
2010 2.3% 3.0% 5.7% 9.1 2.2 5.1 16.4
2014 2.9% 4.6% 6.0% 13.2 4.6 6.6 24.4

Fruits
2010 7.6% 6.0% 20.0% 30.0 4.5 17.8 52.3
2014 6.2% 4.6% 18.0% 27.6 4.6 20.0 52.2

Vegetables
2010 5.1% 7.0% 9.5% 20.1 5.2 8.4 33.8
2014 4.5% 4.9% 9.0% 20.0 5.0 10.0 35.0

Grassland
2010 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
2014 5.5% 6.8% 3.7% 24.8 6.9 4.1 35.8

Other Crops
2010 10.0% 12.2% 6.4% 39.3 9.1 5.7 54.1
2014 0.8% 5.3% 4.5% 3.4 5.4 4.9 13.7

TOTAL
2010 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 395.0 75.0 88.8 558.8
2014 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 447.5 101.0 110.9 659.5

        x 1000 ha NPK kg/ha
6 873     2010 81.3         
7 100     2014 92.9         
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Crop  N P K   N P K NPK 
Total 

  % of total    "000 metric tonnes nutrients 
Wheat               

2010 5.1% 5.8% 1.9%  20.1 4.3 1.7 26.2 
2014 4.8% 4.5% 1.3%  21.5 4.5 1.4 27.4 

Rice              
2010 0.0% 0.0% 0.0%  0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 
2014 0.0% 0.0% 0.0%  0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

Maize              
2010 58.0% 50.0% 13.0%  229.1 37.5 11.5 278.1 
2014 62.2% 47.9% 14.5%  278.2 48.4 16.1 342.7 

Other Cereals              
2010 1.0% 0.6% 0.3%  4.0 0.4 0.3 4.7 
2014 1.8% 1.8% 0.7%  7.9 1.8 0.8 10.5 

Soybeans              
2010 0.4% 3.0% 1.5%  1.6 2.2 1.3 5.2 
2014 1.1% 4.2% 3.6%  5.0 4.2 4.0 13.3 

Oil Palm              
2010 0.0% 0.0% 0.0%  0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 
2014 0.0% 0.0% 0.0%  0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

Other Oilseeds              
2010 2.0% 3.5% 1.5%  7.9 2.6 1.3 11.9 
2014 2.8% 6.4% 2.7%  12.7 6.4 3.0 22.1 

Fiber Crops              
2010 0.2% 0.2% 0.2%  0.6 0.1 0.2 0.9 
2014 0.0% 0.0% 0.0%  0.1 0.0 0.0 0.1 

Sugar Crops              
2010 8.4% 8.7% 40.0%  33.2 6.5 35.5 75.2 
2014 7.4% 9.0% 36.0%  33.2 9.1 39.9 82.2 

Roots & 
Tubers              

2010 2.3% 3.0% 5.7%  9.1 2.2 5.1 16.4 
2014 2.9% 4.6% 6.0%  13.2 4.6 6.6 24.4 

Fruits              
2010 7.6% 6.0% 20.0%  30.0 4.5 17.8 52.3 
2014 6.2% 4.6% 18.0%  27.6 4.6 20.0 52.2 

Vegetables              
2010 5.1% 7.0% 9.5%  20.1 5.2 8.4 33.8 
2014 4.5% 4.9% 9.0%  20.0 5.0 10.0 35.0 

Grassland              
2010 0.0% 0.0% 0.0%  0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 
2014 5.5% 6.8% 3.7%  24.8 6.9 4.1 35.8 

Other Crops              
2010 10.0% 12.2% 6.4%  39.3 9.1 5.7 54.1 
2014 0.8% 5.3% 4.5%  3.4 5.4 4.9 13.7 

TOTAL                 
2010 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%  395.0 75.0 88.8 558.8 
2014 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%  447.5 101.0 110.9 659.5 
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