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BASIC OUTLINE OF CONTENT



ACT 36 OF 1947

 The current legislation for fertilizers is included in:
 The Fertilizers, Farm Feeds, Agricultural Remedies and Stock Remedies Act 36 of 

1947. And its regulations.
 The purpose of this Act is:

 “to provide for the appointment of a Registrar of Fertilizers;

 for the registration of fertilizers;

 to regulate or prohibit the importation, sale, acquisition, disposal or use of fertilizers;

 to provide for the designation of technical advisers and analysts; and to provide for 
matters incidental thereto.”

 And similar actions for the other industries as named in the Act.



REGULATIONS

 The regulations provide detailed specifications regarding how the actions given in 
the Act  should be carried out. 

 The regulations are compiled in consultation with companies of the different 
industries by the Registrar and  published in the Government Gazette. 

 Provision is made for manufacturers or affected parties to comment on the 
regulations and suggest amendments within a certain time frame



MANAGEMENT OF REGULATIONS

 Comments on the regulations have been done in the past  by various players in 
the fertiliser industry, including Fertasa. These players directly interact with DAFF 
in an ad hoc manner. 

 Over time other interested and affected parties have also interacted with DAFF. 
These include users of fertilizers, users of products grown with fertilizers, 
environmentalists, etc.

 The need has therefore developed that the whole interactive process should 
become more controlled and transparent.



EVALUATION OF ACT 36

 Although Act 36 is an “old” law it has been kept up to date by means of various 
amendments. In terms of what it  is meant to do, it is a very sound legislation.

 Act 36 is cumbersome since it tries to accommodate various industries which 
have different objectives.

 Act 36 does not acknowledge the value of the different industries it regulates.
 Act 36 does not accommodate self regulation or certification.
 Act 36 does not deal well with adulterated and misbranded products.
 Act 36 does not provide for prescription blending and recommendations.
 Act 36 does not provide for qualifications for routine fertilizer recommendations.
 Act 36 does not provide for the establishment and maintenance of a data base. 
 Act 36 does not provide satisfactorily for the export of fertilizer
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